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servants, husband, or the latest book, these women
naturally turn to the next most absorbing topic,
which is the doings of those among whom they live*
The result of this is that your seemingly most
trivial actions in public, which at home would be
passed over unnoticed, are commented upon,
exaggerated, and passed on, until the distortion
becomes ludicrous* Unfortunately this tittle-
tattling is not always confined to the wives, for
many a husband has been known to catch the com-
plaint from his wife, with the dire result that many
a man's reputation is torn to pieces at a club bar,
and far more savagely than any woman would do it*
It is a good thing to remember, whether you are
in the Service or not, that when living in a Service
station, and in Malta particularly, the price you
must be prepared to pay for being in any way un-
conventional is a high one*
Having spoken of the wives, what about us
men? In giving just an outline of the lives we
led, the Navy must be separated from the two other
Services* for its outlook is different*
At all hours of the day and night the Navy
dashed about our blue sea, making nasty smudges
against the clear sky and shaking our houses with
its gunfire, or it lay in harbour and polished with a
frenzied zeal* How fond the Navy is of cleaning
things 1 Nothing in a ship is so immaculate,